
CHRISTOPHER
COFFEY
MEMORIAL BOOK



This Memorial Book was put together 
by Emily hipma  o e o  our Master 

erti ie  oa hes

he took the i itiati e to apture all o  
the uotes rom i i i ual s who 
omme te  o  hris   

This is a lear emo stratio  o  two o  
our ui i g ri iples  amely  
hoosi g to be o  ser i e to our ellow 
oa hes  a  a ti g with a ge erous 

spirit   

Tha k you Emily or this wo er ul 
book o  hris

ra k ag er
hris  Busi ess art er or  ears



FAMILY

A u g u s t  1 0 ,  1 9 5 5  -  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 1 9



I'm so sorry to hear of the death of Chris. My mother, Ann Keilty Eden, spoke of him often, and I 
remember as a very small child being very excited to share whenever he was on television. 
Sending prayers for peace to Chris's family. Godspeed, Chris- may you be laughing with Aunt 
Rose in heaven. 

Katie Eden McDonald 

Je suis infiniment peiné d’apprendre la disparition de « Tonton Chris ». Je me souviens d’un 
homme extrêmement bon, fondamentalement gentil, intelligent et cultivé, drôle… nous parlions 
souvent de lui à la maison. Je me souviens de mon premier voyage en Californie, à tout ce qu’il 
m’a appris sur son pays qu’il aimait tant. Je me souviens de ce dîner en France, à Boulogne 
Billancourt. Je me souviens aussi de mes 2 dernières visites à Marina Del Rey… Je pense à 
Morgan, à Michelle, à Christopher. Beaucoup de courage à tous.  

I am deeply saddened to learn of the disappearance of "Uncle Chris". I remember an extremely 
good man, basically kind, intelligent and cultured, funny… we often talked about him at home. I 
remember my first trip to California, to everything he taught me about his country that he loved 
so much. I remember this dinner in France, in Boulogne Billancourt. I also remember my last 2 
visits to Marina Del Rey… I think of Morgan, Michelle, Christopher. A lot of courage to all. 

Jérôme Lehoux 

My cousin Chris was an amazing guy. We had the chance to become close with Chris and 
Michelle when my family and I were living in CA some years ago and I'll never forget his sense 
of optimism about life and work. His mom was the last of a set of 17 siblings and one of my 
cherished memories is an afternoon spent with Chris and Aunt Rose along with my wife and 
girls and my Mom and Dad ... a beautiful day on Venice Beach with several generations of 
family from our Keilty line. I'm so sad that he's gone from this world, but I'm confident he's 
enjoying his well-earned eternal rest. 

Brian Eden 
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I met Chris for the very first time at LAX, the airport in Los Angeles. His older cousin, and the 
managing partner of our consulting firm, had asked me to take Chris with me to watch how we 
train leaders. We sat together on the flight to Minneapolis. The purpose of Chris coming with 
me was really for me to assess whether Chris could be a leadership trainer and work with us. 
He did not know he was being interviewed. 
 
This was a three-day trip and I had finished my interview before the flight to Minneapolis had 
landed. He was going to work with us and become a leadership trainer. He had the gift of 
storytelling. He was outgoing, energetic, funny, and a great conversationalist. I had no idea 
this would lead to a lifetime of friendship and being a close business partner for 35 years. 
After a few years I quit the consulting firm where I was a partner. Soon after I left the business 
Chris and Gerry Rossy came and met me at LAX. They had found out I was returning from a 
business trip. I was surprised when they met me as I deplaned. They were planning on asking 
me to go into business with the two of them. They did and I immediately said “Yes” without a 
moment of hesitation. We formed Prism Ltd. in 1986. 
 
We created a business and, more important, a way of working with each other. A percentage of 
what we made went into the business and at the end of the year if there was any money left, we 
would decide how to divide it up. I am writing about this because of what happened at the end of 
the first year of our partnership. We decided that each of us would write down what we felt each 
of us should get from the profits. When we compared our answers all of us gave ourselves the 
least and gave the other two partners more. We all laughed and split the money equally. In 
other words, I was so happy that all of us had a generous spirit and were true 
partners. This is not that common in the consulting world. We were different. And it never 
changed over the next 35 years. 
 
I felt so fortunate to have Chris as my Partner. Gerry left after the first two years to go back to 
the University as a professor. In all my years of being his partner we never had a disagreement 
that we could not resolve quickly and in a satisfactory way for both of us. We both contributed to 
the business based on our strengths, and we had a great run for three and a half decades doing 
what we loved to do. 
 
His physical presence is, and always will be, sorely missed. His spirit will love on in my heart. 
Chris really was like a brother and a family member to me. And I feel blessed that we videoed a 
lot of videos in the last year to carry on our training of coaches after we retired. I love watching 
the ones with Chris. It keeps him alive for me. The simplest way I could describe what Chris 
meant to me is: I loved the guy. 

Frank Wagner 

 

I met Chris through A4SL in 2002 - he was a trusted colleague and mentor, I reached out to him 
for advice and suggestions. Like me, Chris was a passionate skier and we shared some great 
stories. His enthusiasm, insights and passion will be missed. 

Simon Vetter 

 



I knew Chris for 21 years because we lived in the same HOA complex in Marina del Rey. He 
was such a dynamic and interesting man and had a way with words that impressed me the first 
time I met him. In HOA board meetings he really listened and asked questions and tried to 
gather enough information to make an informed opinion about this policy or that problem to 
solve. He was always fair, honest and consistent. Not afraid to roll up his sleeves and get down 
to helping the HOA, he loved to make himself useful. He was a true professional and I 
respected him greatly. As it happened, I had a long chat with Chris right before he went into the 
hospital. It would be the last time I saw him. He was down at the HOA swimming pool enjoying a 
BBQ with his Morgan's family and his grandkids. He told me he really, really loved spending 
time with them in the mornings since they lived close by. He had let his hair grow long and was 
thoroughly enjoying his retirement and his golf game as he described it to me. He had so much 
to live for...and I am still missing him as a friend. I'm so sorry for your loss, Michelle. 

Hank Kratzer 

 

Chris and I started out as him being my coach. We developed a friendship that resulted in a 
weekly call between us. These calls morphed from talking about work related issues into an 
authentic friendship. 
 
Chris was very influential in helping me think through business issues, but more importantly life 
issues. He was always quick to tell a story that helped me see things from different 
perspectives. 
 
I will miss his advice and our weekly calls. I will miss our friendship even more. 
 
Rest in peace my friend. 

Randy Fralix 

 

I met Chris while I was working at Apple. He had already done some work with Frank in doing 
Situational Leadership. It was such a great course and a hit! I thoroughly enjoyed working with 
Chris. When I moved to ESI in Boise Idaho, I brought Chris in to do the Sit Lead training (still a 
course I refer to talking to people among the best ever) and he so easily related to the team and 
the course as always was loved. I eventually went to Microsoft, and Chris was very much into 
coaching. I brought him in to train many of our HR people on Coaching too, and again he scored 
big! One of my favorite memories was listening to some of the women at Microsoft remark on 
how good looking he was. I then would mention to him that he was an actor who was in the 
"Who Shot JR" episode, they were impressed, but then I would refer to what I believed to be his 
age. They would say, "No Way". I then reminded him that he had told us he had been in 
Vietnam, and do the math. They would all be shocked! Also loved hearing about his love of 
skiing and Santa Monica. He was such a great guy! My since condolences. He was such a help 
in my work, I have not talked to him in months, but there is an gap in the world now! Thoughts 
and prayers with all! 

Steve Shaffer 



Chris has been a close friend since 1986 where he helped me train Apple Managers in the core 
Situational Leadership approaches and values. He always has the best and most illustrative 
stories to help make any point. He and I shared a love of travel, golf and conservative politics! 

Ken Kingery 

 

Dear Michelle and family, in this time of sorrow and loss I wish you comfort in knowing the 
contribution Chris has made to the personal growth of many. I am one of those fortunate ones, 
forever grateful, to have learned from Chris. We was an inspiration and a source of great 
advice. I admired his zest for life and ability, in the most creative ways, to balance family, leisure 
and work. I am thankful for all the knowledge and experiences that Chris shared with me and 
the encouragement he provided. I will miss Chris very much and the giving way he approached 
life.  

Sincerely, Jay Shields 

 

  
Since I met Chris some 20 years ago his sage advice helped me navigate the most significant 
(and sometimes challenging) chapters of my life. I am grateful that he shared the tools which  
empower many to do the same for others. This legacy truly makes the world a better place.  
 
Andy Warhol once remarked “The idea is not to live forever, but to create something that will.” 
Chris may no longer be with us in person, but his legacy lives on, not just through the growth he 
inspired in us, but also through the change he has empowered us to create in others.

Cheers to Chris, and all the lessons he shared. May he live long through them! 

Everitt Chase
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Stakeholder Centered Coaching Team 

Nobody could tell a story like Chris.  It’s what made him who he was.  Once he had your 
attention, he would regale you with carefully woven tales with ornate details and story morals 
that, somehow, made you feel like a better person.  Chris would share his narrative wisdom with 
anyone he met.  It made him a teacher, a mentor, and a friend.  Despite the roles he played, it 
was evident what he valued most: his family.  Many of his monologues featured leading 
characters including his son, wife, and his treasured grandchildren.   

 
My life has been immensely enriched by my friendship with Chris.  His charisma was a ballast 
which served to keep me upright no matter what the challenge was.  I could casually call him 
with a problem and he’d ideate 20 surprisingly viable solutions while hitting the back nine 
without missing a beat (or a stroke).  Although he was a powerhouse coach, an accomplished 
actor, and a distinguished speaker, Chris was and will always be remembered as a friend first 
and foremost.  The collective brightness of humanity got just a little bit dimmer with his 
passing.  His knowledge, wisdom, and magnetism have been lost to time, but his memory and 
laughter will live on in our hearts.  Rest well my dear friend.  We love you and miss you.  

Brandon James Mergard  

 

I’m still in shock and so saddened by your passing Chris, countless memories flooding through 
my head and heart. From the greeting of “how are you my friend” to every conversation that was 
an adventure through some of your greatest life stories from a salesman to ski bum.  Since our 
first meeting in 2015, you have left me with many of your quotes and questions, reminding me of 
a simple and straightforward approach to people and myself.  

  
Saying “be good” at the end of every conversation was truly meant with value for connection, 
and will forever be a barometer of my own connection values. 
 
Nothing can fully sum up all the good memories and gems you have shared with me. You were 
a mentor and friend whose door was always open, it was my honor to work for you, as you 
always said “Very Well”. 

  
Rest easy Chris, you are greatly missed, my friend.  

Monty Brewer 

 

  



Dear Chris, 
  
It has been slightly more than 2 years since the first of a hundred weekly calls or so I was 
fortunate enough to attend in your company. Wherever you are today, I want you to know that 
these conversations with you and your countless anecdotes, each of them carrying their 
treasure of smile and inspiration, quickly became a favorite part of my routine, like storytime in 
the old schooldays. 
  
From one of our chats about movies, you may remember I am not (at all) a fan of French 
director Jean-Paul Godard. Today, however, I will use his words for these moments of life you 
shared depicted “truth 24-frames-per-second”. You insisted that “it’s not where you take things 
from that matters, it’s where you take things to”. With your acting, your coaching, your skiing or 
your golf swing. Exist more, enjoy life, achieve your goals. Thank you for lighting up the way 
forward, Chris. 

Sincerely, Julien Masson 
 

 

Chris Coffey took on some pretty tough executives and crafted them into great leaders. He 
shared his knowledge so generously with me and, especially in my most formative years. 
Several times he regaled over a glass of good wine with his colorful backstory... and how he 
loved to play golf and ski... He spoke lovingly of Michelle, Chris and Morgan.  His handprints are 
all over my coaching.  I pray for his family as they morning his passing. May he now enjoy his 
eternal reward. God bless Chris Coffey 

Mike McCartney 

 

There are a few things that really stand out to me about Chris. First and foremost is his love of 
family. EVERY time I spoke with Chris he spoke of his family, children and grandchildren – and I 
do mean EVERY time. Whenever I asked him how he was doing, those were the first words out 
of his mouth. Chris LOVED his family. 

Chris was well known for sharing his wisdom. I often found myself listening to him share the 
same stories over and over – and with great passion. I believe that this is a really important 
aspect and tribute to Chris: I believe that the reason Chris repeated his stories again and again 
is because he was truly living. He wasn’t just experiencing life – he was actually learning from it, 
and embracing it for everything it had to offer.  

Lastly, I should note that – as is the case – some things we learn about someone only after they 
pass. In compiling these stories, I was amazed at the number of people that spoke of Chris 
giving his time. While I always knew him to be generous, I saw even more how much he gave of 
himself to others. His legacy was one of giving, caring, supporting, and championing. (Chris was 
the first to pitch me at a very high number, and after a number of months noted he should have 
pitched me even higher!) To one of the great coach champions of coaches – we’ll miss you. 

Emily Chipman 

 



Chris challenged me to be a better person. From the time I attended my first SCC certification in 
2018, up through the last week I spoke with him, he was always positive, encouraging, 
challenging. His passion for teaching and mentoring was clear and always grounded in love. 
 
I feel so lucky to have gotten to know him through our work together. He was deeply principled, 
generous, thoughtful. I can’t tell you how many times he referenced family - you were top of 
mind, close in heart, even in his work. 
 
My heart goes out to you all. His passing is a such a huge loss. My prayer is that his love 
remains a deep source of comfort and strength to you all, and carries you through the sadness 
and grief.   
 
Thank you, Chris, for walking the talk, sharing so much of your knowledge with me. Thank you 
for believing in me and challenging me to get out of my comfort zone. Your kindness and 
wisdom are in my heart forever.  

Kimberly Gonsalves 

 

When Frank told me about Chris’s passing, I was filled with disbelief and sadness.  I still am. 

Chris was a wonderful mentor and an invaluable support and as I began my journey as an SCC 
Coach.  He went out of his way to help and guide me especially during challenging and difficult 
coaching engagements.  I don’t know how I would have done it without him.  

His passion for Stakeholder Centered Coaching was unparalleled and he took great joy and 
pride in how it made leaders better people and the world a better place. 

And he loved to teach!  I had the honor of working with him for four years during our SCC Online 
Certification Training.  His ability to engage others, tell stories, and use humor to make his point 
was brilliant. Frank often referred to Chris as the most talented SCC Coach in the world.  He 
was right. 

I loved his humor and will miss his wonderful smile.  I remember him telling a story about trying 
to fix his front door lock and accidentally locking Michelle in their condo.  He didn’t know what to 
do so he called Frank!  Carpentry skills were not one of his greatest assets. 

 In many ways, and throughout his career, Chris was a square peg that fit in a round hole.  He 
not only fit in a round hole but did so elegantly and seamlessly. 

 I will miss him tremendously and am so grateful that he was part of my life! 

With Love and Peace, Andy Taylor 

  



Clients and Other Professional Associations 

My heartfelt condolences to the entire Coffey family. I use the tools Chris taught me every single 
day. Chris was instrumental in my professional success. Always generous with his time, my one 
year coaching engagement in 2006 resulted in a life long friendship. His most important 
message to me was to “be happy now”. It is with a very heavy heart that I try to act upon his 
most important lesson. I will miss him.  

With sympathy, Al Sonander 

 

 

What an amazing human being. Chris helped me grow professionally and personally and I am 
so grateful. He has left a legacy, even though I am a client , I felt Chris was a friend. He will be 
so missed. I am happy I met him and was able to learn from him. 

Joanna Marents 

 

Chris was there when I needed help the most. I lost it all and was rebuilding my life. Chris 
believed in me and gave me the support I needed when I needed it. Because of his support I 
was able build a successful coaching practice, support my family, and create a better future 
myself, my family and my clients. Chris is a good man and believes in people. He is authentic 
and says what he thinks and does it with good intent. I am grateful to have known Chris Coffee 
and I will miss him. 

Anonymous 

 

I know he was loved and respected by so many. He will be missed. 

Anonymous 

 

Chris is the single most influential person in my life. He was the most amazing mentor and 
coach. I was a brash executive, but you molded me into a high performing executive. Today I 
feel void, Chris & I am so grateful to you & indebted to you for rest of my life. Tears, sorrow or 
my loneliness will not how I will honor you but I shall be asking myself what would Chris do & 
say in this situation and let that be my guiding force for me. I will miss you Chris. RIP 

Shekar Natarajan 

 

Attended Chris's workshop while with Apple 30 plus years ago. Then engaged Chris for several 
workshops with other companies. Loved talking with him, his intelligence ,passion and 
enthusiasm were infectious. My deepest condolences on his passing. 

Fred Arndt 



Professional Associations 

My prayers are with Chris and your family.  
 
Each of us is grateful for Chris’ uplifting individual friendship and his powerful, positive impact on 
our 100 Coaches community and the world. I first met Chris at a 3-day Stakeholder Centered 
Coaching training at WD-40. Even after 3 full days of teaching, even after everyone else had 
left, Chris stood for 2 hours in the parking lot and shared stories about his life with me. 
Generous and outspoken, what an enthusiastic and warmly welcoming person! 
 

Bill Carrier 

 

 

Chris took as through a series of how to pitch to the C-Suite and I found him very real and 
practical, he helped me gain the confidence I needed on how to position myself differently as a 
coach and the art of adding value right from the start. I found him very knowledgeable and 
experienced and the fact that he was willing to share his expertise with us who are just starting 
in the field of coaching made him come across as a humble person. May God comfort his family 
and give them strength and grace to carry on.  
 

Alice Ngigi from Nairobi, Kenya 

 

I have known Chris for many years. As a client, he helped me present concepts so new at the 
time that it made our leaders, “Think”…. As a client years later he helped me speak with 
Executive Leaders in new ways (often uncomfortable and new for me). But when he invited me 
to become a coach, I could not have been more proud. I remain amazed and humbled to have 
known and learned from an amazing leader and person… 
 
From our family to yours, our heartfelt support and love, 
 

Lisa, Steve Cohen and Family 

 

I only met Chris once, but he was so generous with his time and advice. He struck me as 
someone who had a real zest for life and loved what he did. I am so very sorry for your loss - he 
is gone way too soon. May his memory be a blessing to all who knew him. 

Rebecca Zucker 

 

 



We met in San Diego 3 years ago. The intention was a training session. The reality was more. 
Sparks of curiosity swung back and forth in our discussions. Discussions about bringing out the 
best in others, about family, and about this life thing. Humor was never far from the tree. The 
connecting continued through intermittent messaging. Always a joy. 
 
May Chris rest in peace. May his family be strong, and may they continue to carry his legacy. In 
the manner that Chris himself did: smiling. 

Omran Matar 

 

 

Chris is such a fun coach whose authenticity shines through him. I was on the panel last month 
with Chris. I am shocked to learn the sad news. Chris has made tremendous impact to the 
world. RIP! We will miss you and your leadership. 

Anonymous 

 

 

I learned a lot about coaching, leadership and human behavior from Chris, most grateful Chris, 

Hassan Mabrouky 
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SCC Students 
May you remember him for the rest of your lives. He was a great mentor. 
 

Adnan Shefkiu 
 
 
 
Chris was such an energetic, cheerful , inspiring colleague.  
 
I have met him only twice on zoom (i'm based in The Netherlands). He was interested in the 
system, I developed to support coaches in their work. He was decisive, quick and enthusiastic 
straight from the start when I met him. It encouraged me to keep on working on this platform 
and make it better.  
 
He as well has written a very positive endorsement in my recently published book. I'm still very 
grateful for this, and it will stay in it for many years to come, to remember him.  
 
I wish all his loved one, friends , colleagues all the best in coming difficult times.  
 

AJ Willemsen - The Netherlands 
 
 
 
 
Chris (with Frank Wagner) taught my Stakeholder Coaching certification course in March 2014. 
He was enthusiastic about this work and as partners with Frank, was inspiring. And he was 
responsive to his former students till the end. As recently as May 2022, Chris responded to a 
question I had. I am grateful that I had the opportunity to study with him. 
 

Barbara Chan 
 
 
 
 
It is very difficult to let go someone you love. It is very difficult to leave your heart open to say 
good bye. My warm and deepest prayers so you may find peace in your hearts. 
 

Bárbara Reyes 
 
 
 
 
My deepest condolences for your loss. I met Chris via certification training. His style and 
approach with the class was first-class. He was direct and insightful, listened actively and was 
eager to share his vast experience and expertise. May the Lord give you peace in these difficult 
days. 
 

Bill Kieffer 
 
 
 



I am deeply saddened by this news. Chris was a major contributor to my coaching skills. His 
humor and forthrightness will be missed. I learned a great deal and glad I had the opportunity to 
know and learn with Chris. As Morrie Schwartz said, 'death ends a life not a relationship.' I will 
carry his teaching with me forever. 
 

Bill Sommers 
 
 
 
 
Heartfelt condolences to the family. Chris addressed us in few lectures as part of certification 
last year. I have read his book too. May God give strength to his family to bear this irreplaceable 
loss. 
 

C K Venkatraman from India 
 
 
 
 
I had the privilege of meeting Chris in San Diego in 2002. We were there to start A4SL and he 
was my trainer for the MG Certification process. He was a wonderful human being, all heart but 
also pragmatic and quick to share insight. He will truly be missed in our community. My most 
heartfelt condolences. 
 

Carlos 
 
 
 
 
I am so sad to hear of Chris passing away. He was always available to take a phone call from 
me and steer me in the right direction. I am forever grateful for his time and guidance!! 
 
Chris' family and the MG SCC family are in my thoughts and prayers! 
 

Catherine Cantey 
 
 
 
 
My deepest condolences to Chris' family. He had a tremendous impact on me, and my clients, 
as one of my first coaching mentors as I entered the professional coaching world a few years 
ago. His energy, humor, and direct way of offering support and encouragement will be missed. 
I'm so grateful to have gotten to know him. 
 

Chris Palmer 
 
 
 
 
 



I met Chris for the first time this past December during a stakeholder centered coaching course 
and he was one of the most full-of-life people I had ever met. His confidence in his skills helped 
us gain confidence in our own. He helped us recognize that we can and must step back to help 
clients grow, learn, and make their own discoveries, while also being firm and not letting them 
fail to hold themselves accountable to their own goals and dreams. I still think about his 
"Innovative Questions" often and ask myself "whether the opposite could also be true." I am 
incredibly sorry for your loss. 
 

Cyndie Courtney 
 
 
 
 
I met Chris as part of the SCC training process where he acted as a teacher, mentor and coach. 
His passion and knowledge for the subject were evident from the first session to the last. I loved 
his straight forward approach and the importance of candor. 'Never take a bad engagement' is 
engraved in my coaching philosophy, based upon Chris's teachings. 
 
More recently I was honoured and privileged to share the stage with Chris, albeit virtually, 
during a SCC presentation. I never expected that to be the last time I would engage with him. 
The announcement from Frank truly saddened me that we have lost such an inspirational and 
genuinely nice person. I wish I had known him more. 
 
His legacy will live on through my recommendations to other coaches regarding SCC, bad 
engagements and his writings. Chris also inspired me to be more authentic as a coach and 
embrace my unapologetic approach/style. 
 
My sympathies and sincere condolences are with Chris's family, friends, colleagues and 
students and everyone who knew him. He will be sadly missed. 
 

David Monro-Jones UK 
 
 
 
 
I am not wanting to intrude on your grief, because what you are feeling is real and raw.  
I would like to share a little about how Chris impacted our group. We all looked forward to 
seeing Chris on our screens from our coaches course. His confidence and ego as he delivered 
the course content, yet the humility, simplicity and clarity of the message resonated, filled us 
with belief that good can continue to become better.  
 
I will continue to strive for better because of Chris.  
 
I wish I could have met this enigmatic man in person. I believe that his beloved good family are 
better because of Chris. Now only memories will take his place, but his love will remain with you 
always. 
 

Donna Bradley 
 
 
 



Chris gave me a chance to know a special person, happy, realized, convicted about his values 
and a very courageous man. To all family and friends, please receive my profound condolences 
from Brazil.  
 

Edson Castro Marcelino 
 
 
 
 
I saw immediately, he was a gifted man with a burning desire to teach! To coach others to be 
the best version of themselves personally and professionally. May God keep you, Family! 
 

Efonda Sproles 
 
 
 
 
I am SO sorry, saddened, and shocked to hear of Chris’ passing.  
 
Chris was an AMAZING human being. I got to know him (and Frank Wagner)) through Marshall 
Goldsmith and attended their incredible Stakeholder training/certification. Then afterwards we 
became friends and started a routine of playing golf together (thanks to his initiative) mostly with 
his wonderful son Chris especially since I was conveniently located in south Orange County 
about an hour drive from each of them.  
 
I will sorely miss his positive energy, vigor, good heart, no-nonsense coaching style and most 
importantly his friendship.  
 
An example of Chris’ positive outlook on life and amazing sense of humor was in Oct ‘21 he 
dropped me a note that he wanted me to join him and his wife for round of golf in San Clemente. 
I told him I would love to and given an overlapping commitment I would be running late and will 
join them on the 2nd or 3rd hole. His response was:  
 

“Hi Feyzi 
Great. Let’s do it. I will just tell them you will catch up and should be no problem. The 
positive is your score will be lower! :) 
See you Monday. 
Chris 
 

Will miss him dearly. 😌😌😌 
 
May he Rest In Peace.  
 

Feyzi Fatehi 
 
 
 
  



I am very sad to hear this painful loss. I truly appreciated Chris teaching me how to be a good 
Coach. I liked his voice, his calm behavior, peaceful face. An Honest and a sincere man.  
 
All my condolence to his dearest family, and friends. To remember his smile, his voice and the 
best souvenirs to appease this pain. 
 

Yours sincerely, Fakrou Akbaraly 
 
 
 
 
A unique coach and teacher with an enormous contribution to many as a client and as a coach 
trainee. His straightforward approach helps me every day as human and SCC coach. Thanks a 
lot Chris and much strength to all who lose him. 
 

Frans Estejé 
 
 
 
 
Chris's favorite question was. What do you need to do more of /less of, and what do you need to 
start or stop? I guess he needed to continue living. 
 
The shocking news of his untimely passing away left me speechless, and it has taken me a few 
days to write about his impact on my life. I was probably the last certified student when he was 
in the hospital. In our last Mentorship Session, Frank Wagner mentioned he was in the hospital 
and expected back shortly. Unfortunately, that did not happen, and the entire Coaching 
fraternity is poorer today. 
 
Frank had a unique style of conveying his message. He would have a spark in his eye when he 
would talk about the numerous breakthroughs he had achieved as a Coach. He would talk 
about one leader who told him in his first meeting that he had achieved everything at his age 
and what he could change now. Frank replied; what else could he do now than change. 
 
One reason I looked forward to interactive sessions was to hear Frank and get an opportunity to 
ask him a question. He had reviewed my After Action Assessment and shared valuable insights. 
Frank and Chris made such a formidable team & they would share their wisdom freely and 
happily. 
 
MSGCC will not be the same without Chris. Luckily all his recorded videos will be available to 
generations to learn from him. I can visualize him smiling down from the skies at wannabe's 
coaches. 
 
Thank you, Chris, for sharing a part of your life with your students! We will miss you. 
 

Gurjeet Sekhon 
 
 
 
 
 



In the short stint I had the opportunity to listen to Chris during the certification progg. He made a 
BIG impact on my thinking and approach as a Coach. 
 

Gurinderpal Singh 
 
 
 
I am so sorry for your significant and shocking loss. Chris was a pleasure to learn from, and I 
will keep many of his tips and comments in mind as I continue my work with Stakeholder 
Centered Coaching. I will keep all of you in my prayers and thoughts and hope that your 
memories bring you great comfort.  
 

Sincerely, Helen Cooke 
 
 
 
 
Amazing coach & teacher! Influence so many of us to be value centric leaders. 
 

HT 
 
 
 
 
This is quite sad and shocking as I was looking forward to listen to Chris in the next MGSCC 
founders session. My condolences and prayers to his family. 
 
Chris was so passionate about imparting knowledge and was so responsive and caring in his 
teaching and coaching style. I learned a lot from him and he impacted my coaching profession 
greatly. 
 
I will miss him a lot. May his soul Rest In Peace. 
 
May God grant the family the grace to bear this irreplaceable lose. 
 

Love, Idotenyin Isaac 
 
 
 
 
I absolutely adored Chris. He was my mentor and a great person. I first saw him during my 
Marshall Goldsmith certification. He was the master of storytelling. I connected with him via 
LinkedIn and sent him a direct message that I am extremely impressed by him. He replied me 
instantly and gave me his number. I remember he was in Paris those days for a session. He told 
me to visit him if ever I visit. Gem of a person and it is a great loss to humanity. 
 

Best Regards, Ilhan Chawla 
 
 
 
 



There are many stories I could share, but I would like to share the story of when I wrote to Chris 
a couple of years ago to thank him for some specific wisdom Chris had shared with me which 
helped me better coach a client to success. I thought I would share the highlights of why his 
advice helped via e-mail, but Chris said, “Hey, do you have some time to speak now? I’ve got 
some time before my next meeting, and I’d really like to hear about that.” So, we spoke, and I 
told him about how his keen advice really helped me coach my client better and, in true Chris 
fashion, he began to ask me questions, coaching questions! So, what about you? How does this 
impact you? Next steps? Yes, he was coaching the coach. “Always be coaching”. A skillful, 
sharp, and passionate coach and mentor, his actions clearly embodied heart and soul, not only 
of a great coach, but a great and generous man, full of joy. To use Marshall Goldsmith’s “an 
earned life”, Chris’ life will continue to touch my life, my work to help people make their lives 
better around the globe. May he rest in peace. 
 

Isabella Fugaccia 
 
 
 
 
I spoke with Chris on several occasions over the past several years - seeking wisdom and was 
never, ever disappointed. He always gave me all the time I needed to get what I needed from 
him. It was always sage advice. And it was not only what the shared with me but how he shared 
it - with passion and a servant leadership approach. He had many gifts and I feel honored and 
blessed to have enjoyed some quality time with him. 
 

Jeff Foley 
 
 
 
 
Dear (Chris’s) family,  
 
I just entered the certification process and haven't had the privilege to interact with Chris live, 
but I enjoyed his lessons and video's and I am shocked to hear this terrible news. I send you my 
condolences and wish you strength and support in these hard times.  
 

Kind regards, Jeroen de Graaf, Netherlands 
 
 
 
 
Chris approached coaching and life in the same open and direct manner. I was blessed to have 
him this past Fall as my SCC instructor and to learn of his love of the sport of golf. We enjoyed 
conversations around his article on the sport and how coaching habits of practice allowed him to 
create the score lowering habit of consistency, "even at his age" he would often say. While 
much of what he shared always carried his personal "edge" and desire for action or moving on, 
when the topic of golf was interjected, the world slowed and he would light up. He reminded me 
of the importance of Passion and Purpose in those moments. At this time of loss for your family, 
my hope is that his amazing energy and pension for action has left behind wonderful memories 
to cherish and recall. Thank you, Chris, you were a wonderful mentor! 
 

Joseph Lerner 



 
He always made me feel supported, confident, and that he cared. I met Chris when I began my 
coaching journey and he guided and mentored me through it all. He was a professor and friend. 
He was a trusted advisor when I was bringing coaching for the first time into my former 
organization. Even when I was getting resistance, he stood with me and fought with me to make 
it happen. Chris always believed in my capabilities and encouraged me to shine my own light. I 
always knew that if I needed his help or advice he would give it to me without frills. I am better 
as a coach and person for knowing him and learning from him. I will miss hearing his voice and 
seeing his smile, but I will always remember the conversations and teachings we shared. He 
truly loved his family, colleagues, and friends. My heart and prayers go out to you for your loss. 
 

Karla Walker 
 
 
 
 
First, I am very sorry for the loss of Chris to all of his family and what I imagine to be a vast 
extended friend family. He was and is a very good Man. I always see Chris as a person of 
incredible generosity. I would call him and ask for advice or even a favor, and he always made 
time. Now, you know better than anyone there would be a friendly jab or joke or a dose of his 
wit. And I enjoyed all of it. Gracious, direct, and below the tough exterior, very kind. I will miss 
him. 
 

Kevin Catlin 
 
 
 
 
I have never met Chris Coffey in person. As a student of MGSCC, I heard stories about him and 
watched videos of him doing coaching. I had some moments where I said I wanted to be a 
coach like him. He has this affirmation in his voice that I found confidence-building. He also had 
this look that I found charming. Rest in peace Chris Coffey, thank you for being an inspiration. 
 

Khairul Anwar 
 
 
 
 
I'll never forget the France class with one person, me! And how Chris made me feel like I was a 
whole room of people and yet the only person in the room, everything we worked together, 
Chris could " see me" and that changed my life forever. With all I have acquired by our talks, he 
will always be a part of who I have become. Love and light to all who are grieving. 
 

Laurie Giner 
 

 

 

 



Chris' made a real positive change in my life. One which, changed the direction of my business, 
profession and personally as well. My family has been the recipient of the benefits that Chris 
brought into my life. My coaching business was transformed as a result of his teachings and 
mentoring along with Fran Wagner's. For that, I am incredibly grateful and humbled to have 
called him a mentor and a friend.  

Luis Velasquez MBA. PhD. 
Velas Coaching LLC 

 
 
 

I'm devastated by the news of Chris passing away. I learned so much from Chris not only about 
leadership and coaching, but about life in general. Thank you, Chris. May your soul rest in 
peace. 
 

Maniyadeth Narayanan 
 
 
 
 
 
Condolences and comfort to the family and friends. 
 

Marcelo Wiethaeuper 
 
 
 
 
My deepest sympathies to you as you travel through this difficult time. May Chris’ strength and 
warmth towards everyone he knew guide your darkest days and help you find light and peace. 
 

Maria Martinez 
 
 
 
 
It was with great sadness that we learned of Chris's passing. He will be sorely missed. You are 
in our thoughts and prayers.  
 
Chris was a pillar of not only the Stakeholder Centered Coaching but also the coaching and 
leadership community, who touched so many people and his legacy lives on.  
 
He is was so genuine, connects easily to your heart and always leaves a long-lasting positive 
impact. 
 
We will miss not only a mentor but a person we held closely to our hearts. 
 
Rest in Peace Chris. 
 

Mbarak Bamatraf 



Chris was a gifted coach, mentor, and teacher. Not just to his own clients, but to hundreds of 
Stakeholder Centered Coaches, such as me. His advice for incisive questions, as explained in 
his book, “The New IQ,” will be another important aspect of his legacy. Best wishes to his family, 
friends, and colleagues. 
 

Mark Capaldini 
 
 
 
I was Certified as a Marshall Goldsmith Stakeholder Centered Coach on September 14, 2004 
by Chris and Frank. Over the past 18 years I have found Chris to be a most congenial and 
generous person with his time and rapid answers to my queries. Chris and Frank have been 
outstanding mentors. I feel deeply saddened to hear of Chris's untimely death. My condolences 
to his family and to Frank and Marshall who will be devasted by this news. 
 

Mike Gosling 
 
 
 
 
Dear family and friends. I didn't know Chris - and still he has had an impact on my life from his 
contribution to the coaching culture of SCC. I would like to say THANK YOU.  
 

Warm regards, Mirja Bang Hansen 
 
 
 
 
Chris was one of the best teachers in my life, though we never met in person, only via Zoom. He 
taught coaches like me courage, clarity and confidence – things that are often even more 
important than the brilliant coaching skills. Your lessons will always be with the ones you 
touched, Chris. Rest in peace. 
 

Olga Koshenko 
 
 
 
 
Chris was a professional role model for me and I was deeply saddened at the news of his 
passing. Rest assured that his legacy lives on in the coaches he trained and that are now 
paying it forward. 
 

Panos Malakoudins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I'll be forever grateful to Chris for helping me keep leadership coaching real, with simplicity and 
impact (and not making it about the coach, the assessments, and the brainy side that often are 
not ultimately effective).  
 

Paul L. Corona 
 
 
 
 
I have still such great memories of the training I did with Chris and he how brought this to life 
with his energy, humor and stories. The passion and energy he brought to the Certification 
program I attended with Chris was infectious and Inspiring. I have been using what I learned 
from Chris in my practice and not only has it influenced me but also all of the people I have 
worked with. Chris's spirit will live on me and through all of these people. My condolence and 
thoughts go out to Chris Family at this sad time. 
 

Paul B O'Beirne 
 
 
 
 
I appreciate Chris’ quick wit and easy manner telling stories. I was in a SCC certification class 
that he, Andy and Frank taught virtually—one of the first in that format, I believe. Because Chris 
shared both his successes and failures freely, he gave us a map in building our practices. He 
always had something to say and it was a blessing to those he shared his advice with during our 
sessions. My sincerest condolences to Chris’ family. He will be missed. 
 

Peggy Turney 
 
 
 
 
My heartfelt condolences to Chris's family. He impacted my life during the certification and 
mentoring and his SCC selling program was a game changer to me. This is indeed a great loss. 
 

Phillip Muthemba 
 
 
 
 
This news is a shock to me. May his great soul rest in peace. What I believe is that people like 
Chris do not go away - Chris lives on and keep inspiring people through the legacy he has left 
behind in his thoughts, work and messages! I only knew Chris through webinars and I used to 
look forward to his appearance because I am so inspired by his journey from where he started, 
his tenacity to stick on and create such a glorious & inspiring work. His demeanor was rock solid 
confidence! This is something I personally take away from Chris's messages as I also work with 
Executive leadership. Much Love to all his loved ones and please take care! 
 

Pramod Agrawal 
 



My sincere condolences to all the family! 
 

Pierre Martin 
 
 
 
 
I am an alumni of Marshal Goldsmith stakeholder centered coaching from 2020, when I signed 
up I had fear and doubts in the beginning. I watched many of his videos that gave an assurance 
and inspiration that this is the best investment for my growth and can feel the instant connect 
with my belief system being a purpose driven individual. His journey is a true inspiration to set 
an example that it is not the qualifications and brands that bring value to your existence but it is 
your true purpose that adds meaning to our life and value to this world. In fact, I watched one of 
his video just last week, that greatly helped me to solve my business issue and grow my work. I 
am forever grateful for his teachings and guidance through Marshall Goldsmith courses, as it 
gave me a new direction in life. 
My deep condolences to Chris's family, it is indeed an irreplaceable loss. May his soul rest In 
Peace. He will be forever remembered through his wisdom and inspiration in our hearts. 
 

Rafiya Sultana 
 
 
 
 
I read the news yesterday. I was sad for a bit. Then, gratitude became my dominant emotion.  
 
I barely knew Chris. I met him briefly years ago as part of my initial training to be a Marshall 
Goldsmith certified leadership coach. 
 
I was drawn to the concepts of Stakeholder Centered Coaching and Frank Wagner was a great 
instructor. The next year, I spent 2 days with Marshall. Marshall shared stories of how Frank 
and Chris were key architects in the development of the coaching process. 
 
Chris was not only an architect; he was the "encourager." Chris supported me in my 
development as a coach; commented on my LinkedIn posts; sent personal words of support. 
Chris inspired me through his words AND actions. 
 
I barely knew Chris. Yet, I know that he cared about me and wanted to help me be successful. I 
will mourn his passing. I will be grateful for how Chris made my world a little better. If you knew 
Chris, I will bet this is true for you too. ....  
 

Richard C. Needles 
 
 
 
 
My payers and condolences at this sad time go out to the family. He has been truly inspirational 
and will be so sorely missed, God bless you all. 
 

Robert Richards 
 



My deepest condolences to you on this great loss. I met Chris during our coaching training and 
he was bigger than life! He had such enthusiasm and really wanted us to succeed. He was 
generous with his time for his coaching mentees. I loved hearing his stories. For only having 
known him for such a short time, he made such a large impact. Chris, you will be missed! 
 

Salima 
 
 
 
 
Chris has been an excellent mentor, teacher and trainer. His wise, insightful and valuable 
management practices and classes at the UCLA-TMP program, have transformed his students 
into better leaders and human beings. Thank you, Chris, you will be missed! Condolences to 
Chris' family and also to his business partner, Frank W. 
 

Samit T 
 
 
 
 
Chris was wonderful from the moment I first met him at our online session. His insights were 
always crazy invaluable, and he was always the man I could look to when I had struggles in my 
practice. 
 
I will always cherish the wisdom he shared, and continue to honor his legacy through the 
engagements I have with leaders now, and in the future. 
 
It is because of him that I am able to build the foundations of my practice and have the 
confidence to challenge my clients the way he has inspired me to.  
 
A great man of respect, and one whom I will never forget. 
 

Shawn Hoh 
 
 
 
 
Chris has been one of the most passionate coaches I ever witnessed. To me he is one of the 
best champions in coaching world. Every one of his conversations was head-on and to face the 
leadership challenge to be coached. Never minced words. To me he is candid Chris Coffey! I 
will remember him for his courage and miss his straight talk! Rest in Peace Sir! 
 

Sridhar Chunduri 
 
 
 
 
  



I'm very profund sorry for your and "our" lost. I'm sending love and deep condolences from the 
bottom of my ❤️ heart, from Brazil. He was a great great teacher, with wonderful inspirational 
stories that impact not only my life but gave me so much to help others.  
 
I will never forget when I was hearing from him to "never accept a bad deal" and recently, I 
received an offer to work with 15 Executives during the next two years, but the offer wasn't only 
a bad deal but an humiliation. And I asked to myself: If was Mr. CHRIS what answered would 
be?  
A BIG "NO" came to my mind. So, I've declined and it was the best decision I made to protect 
my integrity, and the best advice I took. 
 
And another one I took in the Beginning of my Coach career was: to "let go of the past" That I 
keep repeating myself and to my clients. 
 
With Love and Strength. He is eternal in our journey! 
 

Stela Del Nery 
Global Leadership Development Coach  

Brazil 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris exuded energy, passion and was focused on doing the right thing with a sense of fiery 
gracious spunk! 
 
I always enjoyed him, our conversations and admired the impacts he made in those 
conversations and in the sharing of his gifts with others! 
 
He will be missed! His energy, life force and contribution to many live on in life’s with his special 
imprint and his legacy. 
 
He created his own unique path for a wonderful “Earned Life” 
 
May your soul soar high and wide Chris!  
 
We will all miss you and keep you fondly in our hearts! 🙏❤️ 
 
My sincere condolences to all his family and sending my prayers your way for comfort and 
healing!  
 

Steve Rodgers 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chris.was.AMAZING! He always made time to listen to whatever crazy challenge I was having 
with a coaching client. He was fun, direct, and full of wisdom. I’m glad I got to know him! He was 
a hero to all of us. 
 

Stephanie Chung 
 
 
 
 
My heart is heavy for you. Please accept my sincere condolences. I had the pleasure of meeting 
Chris through a certification program and Chris led our class. I am grateful to have met Chris 
and to experience his deep knowledge and wisdom which he generously and authentically 
shared. Chris was gracious with his time, patient and always a mentor. Chris didn't lead a class. 
Chris provided an experience. He was in the moment and always present. May he rest in peace. 
 

Susan Conti 
 
 
 
 
I’m so very sorry for your profound loss. Chris taught me coaching and he made all of our 
classes fun. He loved his work, his family and his life and he told us that often. We were all 
blessed to know him. I hope that you know that while he wasn’t here as long as we’d like, he 
made a difference and that’s pretty amazing. 
 

Vicki Znavor 
 
 
 
 
He was such a great man! I cannot believe he left us. I learned SO MUCH from him!! 
 

Virginia Genovesi 
 
 
 
 
 
The news of Chris passing away has deeply shocked me. As someone who lives in another part 
of the world, my only access to Chris was through occasional questions on Coaching through 
LinkedIn or through his videos on coaching. I can still clearly hear his confident voice in my 
mind, answering the most difficult of questions in a very easy to comprehend manner. I always 
found Chris to be humble and responsive, replying to every message and question that I ever 
sent him. It was his messages and videos that encouraged me to pursue coaching as a 
profession. Wherever Coaching is known, Chris is also known, and I am sure that the whole 
world is in mourning on his loss. My deepest and heartfelt condolences to his family. We will 
miss you Chris, always!! may you rest in peace dear mentor.  
 

Yasir Waheed- from Pakistan 
 
 



I knew Chris before he knew me. About 5 years ago, when I started to introduce stakeholder 
centered coaching (*SCC) methodology to my current employer, I asked Frank to send me 
some material. Among rich material he gave to me, there was a brief video from Chris about 
SCC unique approach. His directness to the point, and no-nonsense approach was very helpful 
to my work. A year later, I met him on-site at Marshall's Earned-life production site, and got to 
know him in person. He lived his life to the fullest. Loved what he did, and did what he loved on 
earth. May you rest in heaven with peace. 
 

Zenglo Chen 
 
 
 
 
 
On 21st June I got a message from one of the Fellow coaches about Chris's demise. I was 
shocked as I was a co-panelist with Chris in one of the webinar held on 26th May, 2022 and I 
was over the could as I got an opportunity to interact with Chris.  
 
During my MGSCC certification Chris had shared his experiences of coaching. What made me 
curious was how he handled the tough guys in coaching. How important it is to choose the right 
person to coach.  
 
My heartfelt condolences to Chris's family members, take a time to remember Chris, take a time 
to cherish his memories and take a time to grief.  
 
A poem which comes to my mind about Chris, is 'The Road Less Traveled' - by Robert Frost, 
few lines ' Two roads diverged in the yellow woods and I chose the one less travelled by and 
that has made all the difference ' 
 

Sunil Deshmukh - Pune - India 
 
 
 
 
long ago when I was privileged to take the certification class I was inspired by Chris in his 
approach and dedication to making a difference with his clients. His passion was what I needed 
to move forward in my coaching career. His life and work made a difference! my thoughts and 
prayers are with the family at this difficult time.  
 

vivian mastrangelo 
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LinkedIn Memoriam Statement 

 

It is with deep shock, sorrow, and sadness that I am letting you know that my dear friend, close 
colleague, and longtime business partner Chris Coffey passed away last Thursday afternoon. 
 
He had been in the hospital for over two weeks recovering from two surgeries. From all indications 
from Chris, he was going to be released in a few days when he died. 
 
Chris was a family man first, a friend second, and a colleague third.  

 
To get a sense of the impact Chris had on others, I encourage you to read about a widow’s request 
captured in an article about Chris written by our colleague Jathan Janove. 
 
Rest in peace my dear, dear friend Chris. I will miss your passion, your positive energy, your joy in 
living, and your good heart. I’ll even miss your loquaciousness. 
 
 
Frank Wagner 
Co-founder of Stakeholder Centered Coaching®  



My deep condolences Frank, Marshall and all in the community. Chris was a powerful and 
brilliant force, providing much inspiration to myself and others. His legacy will live on in so many. 
Much love and strength to you and yours Frank. 

Mellissa Gillis 
 

 

Chris was a great inspiration to many of us. My deepest sympathy goes out to Chris’ family and 
the MGSCC family at this time. 

Dr. Jey Wagner 

 
 
 
Extremely saddened to hear this news of Chris Coffey passing away! Heartfelt condolences to 
his beloved family and to everyone who was touched by Chris in some way or other. May his 
soul rest in peace      

Sundar Visvanathan 
 
 
 
 
His physical light may be gone but his impactful and Transformational light lives in through us 
all. Deepest condolences to his family and Stakeholder Centered Coaching community. 

Sibongile Muwamba 
 
 
 

My deepest condolences to his family and all who knew and loved him.    

Elizabeth Veliz 

 

 

He was a wonderful man and a phenomenal teacher trainer. Wow what a tremendous loss for 
all who knew him. 

Charly Feliz 

 

 

Ever so sorry to learn of Chris’ passing. My heartfelt condolences to his friends, family and 
loved ones. May he Rest In Peace. 

David Whitehorn 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sundarvisvanathan58/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sundarvisvanathan58/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAT_PcBeDYGWCgvt80zhZmbV_Hj9YXrroo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethveliz/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethveliz/


Heartfelt condolences to family, friends and colleagues       RIP Chris! 

Katarina Emma Schapiro 

 

 

Chris's favorite question was. What do you need to do more of /less of, and what do you need to 
start or stop? I guess he needed to continue living. 

 
Chris had a unique style of conveying his message. He would have a spark in his eye when he 
would talk about the numerous breakthroughs he had achieved as a Coach. He would talk 
about one leader who told him in his first meeting that he had achieved everything at his age 
and what he could change now. Chris replied; what else could he do now than change. 
One reason I looked forward to interactive sessions was to hear Chris and get an opportunity to 
ask him a question. He had reviewed my After Action Assessment and shared valuable insights. 
Frank and Chris made such a formidable team & they would share their wisdom freely and 
happily. 

 
MSGCC will not be the same without Chris. Luckily all his recorded videos will be available to 
generations to learn from him. I can visualize him smiling down from the skies at wannabe's 
coaches. 

 
Thank you, Chris, for sharing a part of your life with your students! We will miss you. 

GS Sekhon 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear of Chris' passing. I have only interacted with Chris once - when he and I 
were together as panelists during last month's webinar about leading and managing remotely - 
but I remember enjoying everything he had to say. He brought a wealth of experience to the 
table, and an exuberant energy. Chris will be missed, for sure. He was a blessing to all those he 
came across. 

Brenda Bence 

 

 

Heartfelt condolences! 

Dr. Moe E. 

 

 



My sincere condolences to family and friends. 

Hassan TLILI 

 

 

Heartfelt condolences to all. I know he has a big place in your hearts, Frank and Marshall. 

Shelli Greenslade 

 

 

Feeling heartbroken. Gone way too soon, Chris was an amazing teacher and wonderful 
businessman! I loved his sense of humor and his energy and his passion for Marshall Goldsmith 
Stakeholder Centered Coaching. I will miss him and will always be thankful for our long 
discussions about the coaching business. My deepest condolences to his family and friends and 
all those in the MGSCC Community who knew Chris and loved him. May his memory be a 
blessing. 

Cindy Swanson, MBA 

 

 

Very sorry to hear this. Chris introduced me to the SCC world. My condolences to his family, as 
well as to you Frank Wagner and Marshall. 

(Anonymous) 

 

 

I'm devastated by this news. Rest in peace Chris. 

Maniyadeth Narayanan 

 

 

Such sad and unexpected news, sincere condolences to family, friends and the whole MGSCC 
team. 

Steve Williams 

 

 

My heartfelt condolences. 

Amir Nair 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo


I am shocked to hear this news today evening, I had a chance to be a co-panelist along 
with Chris Coffey in a webinar on 26th May 2022. We had a great conversation on that day, and 
here I write my condolences. He was leader par excellence and a great coach. My heartfelt 
condolences to Chris's family and entire team of MGSCC. 

Sunil Deshmukh 

 

 

Ooh my, this is indeed sad news. My heartfelt condolences to Chris's family and friends and 
whole SCC as a whole. 

Philip Muthemba 

 

 

I’m so sorry to hear this. Sincere thoughts and prayers are with his family, friends, and the entire 
MGSCC network. Chris is highly admired and his work has made a wonderful difference to 
people’s lives. 

Gabriele Ciminelli 

 

 

I was fortunate to attend a series of classes taught by Chris. His engaging, thoughtful and 
authentic style still resonates with me today. I often draw from the ideas and language Chris 
used during these lectures. He will be missed and forever remembered. 

Mike Barsky 

 

 

I knew Chris for 21 years because we lived in the same HOA complex in Marina del Rey. He 
was such a dynamic and interesting man and had a way with words that impressed me. In HOA 
board meetings he really listened and asked questions and tried to gather enough information to 
make an informed opinion about this policy or that problem to solve. He was always fair, honest 
and consistent. Not afraid to roll up his sleeves and get down to helping the HOA, he loved to 
make himself useful. As it happened, I had a long chat with Chris right before he went into the 
hospital. It would be the last time I saw him. He was down at the HOA swimming pool enjoying a 
BBQ with his daughter's family and his grandkids. He loved spending time with them in the 
mornings since they lived close by. He had let his hair grow long and was thoroughly enjoying 
his retirement and his golf game. He had so much to live for...and I am still missing him as a 
friend. 

Hank Kratzer 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAT_PcBeDYGWCgvt80zhZmbV_Hj9YXrroo


(Response to prior comment) Totally agree, Hank. As Board President for nearly 20 years, Chris 
was my backup; my bulldog, my friend. 

Bethany Gorfine 

 

 

So sad. He was such a great person and mentor. 

Linda Sharkey 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear this. 

Adam Stockman 

 

 

Sad news indeed .. i attended one of his workshops back 2015 in nice … one of the best event 
ever attended in Coaching … full of energy, natural and genuine advise thats touches the heart 
and mind … he inspired me a lot taking about his family and the way he care about his kids 
Rest in peace Chris 

Ayman Al-Ali 

 

 

 

This really came like a shock. I am feeling blessed that I got the opportunity to meet Chris in 
person in London 2019 and am sending strength and love to his friends and family. He will be 
remembered. 

Nicola Meier 

 

 

 

I am sorry for your loss. Condolences to you and the rest of his loved ones. 

Navita Seeram 

 

 



What a shock, sadness loss! Rest In Peace, Chris. 

Catherine B Fu 

 

 

So sad to hear this shocking news. I had the pleasure of meeting Chris a number of times, he 
was a natural trainer who just flowed and brought many strings together just like a melody. The 
conversations and tips will be missed as will the reports of the beautiful days in Marina Del Rey 
in his regular posts. RIP dear friend      

 

 

Donnie Dhillon 

 

Shocking and very sad that Chris has passed. Chris has been a great mentor to many coaches, 
me included. His amazing coaching stories will live on in our coaching which will be a great 
tribute to Chris. Rest well Chris and you will be greatly missed but never forgotten. 

Will Linssen 

 

 

RIP tonton Chris      

Corrine Lehoux 
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I am shocked and heartbroken over this news. Sending prayers to the family and you, and yours 
Frank. Rest in peace beloved Chris.        

Jodi Knox 

 

 

So sad…  

Jerome Lehoux 

 

 

  So shocked by the news. My deepest condolences to Chris's family. RIP!! 

Xiaomei Zhou 

 

 

I’m in absolute shock to hear this. Chris was a fabulous mentor and an amazing example for 
me, especially when I was in grad school. I’m deeply sorry and his passing is a huge loss. 

Kopitzee Parra-Thornton 

 

 

I'm so sorry to hear this. Chris and Frank have enriched my life in so many ways. Wasn't ready 
for this. Thanks, Frank, for letting us know. 

Marilyn McLeod 

 

 

  Rest in peace, Chris. My deepest condolences to Chris's family and to Frank and Marshall. I 
will always be grateful for the transformative lessons I learned from Chris and SCC's methods. I 
am so sorry. 

Elizabeth Campbell Page 

 

 

 



Oh what sad news! I was so honored to have my employer invest in me with coaching from 
Chris. He taught us about “feed forward” a technique I still use today. May he Rest In Peace and 
condolences to his family and close associates 

Aza Teh 

 

 

So sorry to hear this news! Chris is a great coach and leader to SCC community. We will miss 
you. 

Qifen Liang 

 

 

Chris is at home now with God as he deserved to be 

Robert Denker 

 

 

I am so shocked and saddened by this news. I worked with Chris years ago and found him to be 
so delightful. He was very energetic, curious, and just fantastic to work with. My heartfelt 
condolences to his family, friends, and workmates. He will be remembered fondly by so many. 

Gayle Darby 

 

 

 

Frank, I am very sorry for your loss. Chris was an excellent coach and an inspiration to many. 

Liz Keever 

 

 

 

So shocking and tragic. Chris was full of life and energy. Frank, I send my deepest condolences 
to you on the loss of your longtime friend and partner. 

Sue Matson 

 

 



 

I have fond memories of Chris working with him during the early days of Marshall's A4SL group 
almost 20 years ago as a young person trying to understand this talent development space. So 
much life and love will be remembered and missed. Sending condolences to Chris' family & 
friends. 

Michael Papay 

 

 

It’s shocking and sad to say the least. Chris Coffey rest in peace ❤ I've been in touch with him 
briefly being the MGSSC family member. His contributions as Leadership Coach impacted 
many across the globe and It’s a great loss for all of us indeed. 

Fraz Azlam 

 

 

I am shocked at this news. It has been a little while since I partnered with Chris, but I sincerely 
enjoyed working with him whether he was training others on Situational Leadership, or 
Coaching. Working with you and Chris was fantastic. Plus, he always was so vital and youthful 
looking, team mates were always amazed when I pointed out he had been in Vietnam. My 
sincere condolences to his friends, partners, and family. He will be missed! 

Stephen Shaffer 

 

 

He will be missed. He leaves an incredible legacy. 

Stacey Staaterman 

 

 

I am very sorry to hear such sad news. Shocking, heartbroken! 

Zoya Conover 

 

 

Truly devastating news! Wishing the utmost fortitude to his family. The #100coaches community 
has lost a titan. RIP. 

Andrew Nowak 
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Chris was one of the truly great leaders and teachers in the world of leadership and coaching. 
He was a mentor and friend to me since 1986! 

I talked with Chris all the time and was shocked to hear about Chris's passing from Michelle 
yesterday. He was always in good health. (Marshall), Chris and Frank have been mentors to me 
for 40 years and it is so sad to see Chris go before his time. 

Ken Kingery 

 

 

I am stunned & saddened by this news. It is not a great day in Marina del Ray. I had the 
pleasure to be trained by Chris in the Goldsmith SCC method. My deepest sympathies to his 
family & friends          

Kathleen Clement Johnson 

 

 

I am so sorry 

Lisa Heacock 

 

 

What a great loss to the SCC and the coaching fraternity as a whole. His impact reached as far 
as Africa where I am. Rest in peace Chris. 

Lovemore Kuwana 

 

 

May he rest in peace 

Dewdrop Shaheena 

 

 

Chris was a wonderful teacher and so very passionate about his work and his colleagues. He 
will be truly missed. 

Susan Pitonak 

 

 



I’m heartbroken over the news of his passing. Chris, Frank, & Marshall were a force to be 
reckoned with. I learned so much from them. Chris was a mentor/coach when I started my 
coaching journey. He shared his knowledge freely and gleefully. He was a taskmaster and he 
was fun. I was blessed to have had him in my life and will always remember him. 

Karla Walker 

 

 

Frank Wagner what a tremendous loss for the coaching profession. Chris’ generosity and 
commitment to the profession will be missed. My condolences to you and his family. 

Mary Silva Doctor 

 

 

Oh no, so very sorry to hear this shocking news. Sending heartfelt condolences to Chris’ family, 
friends and loved ones.          

Mark Nation 

 

 

Such a nice man. Sorry that he has gone. 

Barrie Hinton 

 

 

My deepest condolences to Chris' family. You were always woven into every conversation. My 
first coach who supported me through many journeys. Invaluable and extraordinary. To Alta I 
will go and recall our ski runs fondly. 

Sandeep Wadhwa 

 

 

What a loss! All my condolences to his family. I met him just thrice. He was each time so full of 
energy, present a 100 %, and so open minded to new ideas. Rest in peace. 

Maximilien Kernbaum 

 

Sending condolences to his family! A great leader... 

Jackie Stallings Evans 
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My deep condolences. 

Reem AlJizawi 

 

 

Very sorry to hear this said new. I wish his family and friends all the best      

Wilma Lukassen 

 

 

R.I.P. Chris. Thanks for the memories, laughs and wisdom shared.      

Pennie May Landry 

 

 

Thank you for sharing this very sad information about Chris. May he Rest In Peace. 

Natalie Gahrmann 

 

 
Frank Wagner thank you so much for sharing what I can only describe as painful news. The 
time I spend with you and Chris Coffey changed my life. I'm so grateful for having had the 
opportunity to meet/work with you both. 

Sam Palazzolo 

 

 

Sorry to hear about Chris. I had the pleasure to work with him in an executive coaching 
program,… enjoyed my time with him and I learned a lot from him. RIP. 

Jay Garner 

 

 

Sorry to hear this sad news.  

Rosie C. 
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My condolences on your loss. 

Lori Lodola Allen 

 

 

Terribly sorry about this news. I did have the pleasure to meet him at Marina del Rey, on one of 
the SCC Workshops on 2013. Great Human Being. RIP :( 

Hugo Gómez-Icaza Urteaga   

 

 

Condolences to the Coffey family! 

Dr. Joy Ellington 

 

 

RIP Chris. My condolences to his family and friends, and all who knew him. I have a photo of 
Chris and me on my website which means more now than ever. 

Bill Auxier 

 

 

Shocked to hear this. Condolences to the family. 

Ujjwal Khadka 

 

 

I am so incredibly sorry to hear this. I met Chris many moons ago and his positive energy, his 
curiosity, his absolute need to connect and be connected made him a very special person. My 
deepest sympathies to his family during this difficult time. 

Maria Martinez 

 

 

So sorry to hear this today. Chris was so energetic, and he made a great impact. My prayers for 
his family and friends during this difficult time. 

Danny H. 

 



Such sad news, my sincere condolences for his family and close friends      

Christiana Mitcheva – van Waveren Hovervorst 

 

 

This is shocking and sad news. My condolences go out to Chris’ family, friends and colleagues. 
He will be missed. He made the world a better place. 

Brock Brown 

 

 

Devastating news…deepest condolences to his family and dear friends…I always will relish the 
time I spent with him during training… 

James G. Wetrich 

 

It’s such a heart-breaking news to lose such a dear friend in such an unexpected way. I will miss 
Chris’s magnificent presence, positive energy, no-nonsense coaching, and amazing sense of 
humor among many other outstanding attributes. Rest In Peace my friend. You will be missed 
dearly. 

Feyzi Fatehi 

 

 

So very sad, he was with you for my training. Such a nice man and great trainer! 

Suzy Domenick 

 

 

Oh, my goodness. What a shock. My deepest condolences to you Frank, Marshall and all of 
Chris’s friends and family. He has left a massive impact on the world. 

Glain Roberts-McCabe 

 

 

Rest in peace Great man! You've inspired many young generations of leaders including myself. 
I am grateful. Thank you. 

Radu B. 
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I am very sad and shocked to read this. Condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. 
Chris' enthusiasm, passion and teaching will be missed. 

Simon Vetter 

 

 

So sorry to hear this. He was such a great coach and an inspiration to many of us. Deepest 
sympathies to his loved ones. 

Michelle Jankowski 

 

 

Only met Chris through his video teachings about Marshall Goldsmith Stakeholder Centered 
Coaching training: he presented great knowledge clarifying the process and how to proceed. He 
looks like a warm and engaging man for the people around him. Wish his family and friends 
strength on his passing and to keep alive the energy he carried with him and shared with many.  

Thanks! 

Wilhelmus Burgmans 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear this news. My deepest condolences to the family & friends. 
 
Prayers for his soul to rest in peace. 

Ritu Kundu 

 

 

My deepest condolences and sad to read about this huge loss for his family and this community. 

Paul Epping 

 

 

Thanks, Chris, for having been such an impactful and sincere mentor. You will be deeply 
missed.  

Mahasti Mohammadi 

 

 



(Chris) was an amazing teacher and friend. It was a pleasure getting to know him and the 
impact he has had on students. He will be missed. Prayers and thoughts to his family during this 
difficult time. express our deepest condolences 

Lili Yang 

 

 

Thanks, Frank, for sharing this. I have many special memories of times together with the two of 
you and Leland! 

Joyce Reynolds-Sinclaire 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear this sad news. His loss will be felt my many and I’m grateful I had the 
chance to learn from him. 

Adrienne Peseller 

 

 

I am so sad to hear this!!!!!! Rest in peace great man      

Virginia Genovesi 

 

 

This is so sad! Condolences to his family, Frank Wagner and other friends and colleagues. RIP 

Dr. Lisa M. Walker 

 

 

I am so saddened to hear this news. Thoughts and prayers to Chris' family, Frank, Marshall, and 
all MGSCC. 

Kathleen Calahan 

 

 

Rest in peace Chris. My deepest condolences to the family and friends. 

Noemi Barrazueta 
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Chris was conducting a MGSCC certification class, which I attended, just last year. I truly 
learned a lot from Chris and am very sad to hear of this. My deepest condolences to the family. 

Daniel Chua 

 

Rip Chris       

Santosh Tumaane 

 

 

Chris, thank you for making a difference in my life and as a coach. Prayers for your family. 

Chris Bowman 

 

 

My deepest condolences. Such a loss for everybody that had the privilege to cross paths with 
Chris. 

Mariana Monteiro 

 

 

Deepest condolences to you, his friends, colleagues and family, what a sad loss for all. 
Warmest hugs. 

Laura Gates 

 

 

Please allow me to send my sincere condolences. May Chris rest in peace. Chris has been the 
bright and shining star in our coaching community. This shining light he has shown us will 
always be there. 

Atchara Juicharern 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear this... My sincere condolences to his family and close friends. I never got 
the chance to meet him, but I frequently read and enjoyed his articles. His "wonderful morning in 
Marina del Rey" greeting was contagious and always preceeded a good message. I'm gonna 
miss that. RIP, Chris Coffey 

Marcio Rezenda 
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I am so very sorry to hear this. I treasure the time I spent with Chris Coffey & Frank 
Wagner during our SCC training. Chris's insights, humor and graciousness inspire me to this 
day. Condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. Our coaching world is richer because of 
his legacy. RIP   

Paul Larsen  

 

I feel sorry for this. Rest in peace my friend Chris. My condolences Frank. Life is Good! 

 

 

Márcio Silva   

 

 

Huge loss. Touched so many. Condolences to his family and those close to him. 

Dana Kaland 

 

 

This is sad and heartbreaking news. Chris had such a zest for life and people. Chris enriched 
many lives including mine. Condolences to his family, you, Frank, and of course Marshall. 

Thomas Otley 
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Deepest Condolences. 

Randy S. 

 

 

So sorry to hear this. Condolences to his family, you and Marshall. Grateful for his generous 
contribution to the MGSCC community. 

Kevin Patton 

 

 

Very sad to hear about this. I always admired and appreciated Chris, and learned so much from 
him. Praying for peace and comfort for his friends and family. 

Ed O’Neal 

 

 

Chris was generous and kind. I asked him for a 1-hour interview for my dissertation and he gave 
me a riveting 3-hour interview. You and Chris were great facilitators when I attended your MG 
SCC training in Utah. Chris then went skiing with my husband and created some amazing 
memories. I am so sorry for your loss. 

Mary McNevin 

 

 

With deep sorrow and condolences for your loss. 

Rick Simmons 

 

 

Wow I’m sorry Frank. God Bless 

Mike Peirce (Antarctic Mike) 

 

 

Deep condolences to Chris Coffey's family and to you, Frank! It must have been a shock. God 
give you all the strength to get through this difficult period! 

Sudhir Rao 
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My deepest condolences to the family. May you Rest In Peace Chris. 

Kathleen Wilson-Thompson 

 

 

What a loss. Such a supportive person during our coach mentoring sessions. Condolences to 
Chris' family. 

James Pereira 

 

 

This is so very sad to hear. Training with you Frank Wagner and Chris was a highlight of my 
coaching career. Chris' enthusiasm, joy, and passion for the work is unforgettable and continues 
forward as part what he instilled throughout the entire MGSCC community. Thank you, Chris, for 
your decades of leadership and inspiration. Rest in Peace...     

Michael Cirpriano 

 

 

I had the pleasure to sit on a few coaching sessions with Chris. He was a great person and 
coach. Sending my condolences to you and his family!!! 

Doreen Jalleo 

 

 

I am so sad to hear this. I have still great memories of the training I did with Chris and how he 
brought this to life with his energy, humor and stories. My condolence and thoughts go out to 
Chris Family at this sad time. 

Paul O’Beirne 

 

 

Chris, and his zest for life, tell it like it is honesty, and generous heart will be surely missed.... 

Christina Dyer 

 

I am deeply saddened by this message! He was friendly, candid, genuine person. He will be 
missed. My sincere condolences for the family. 

Golddy Kauer 
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So sorry to hear about Chris, he will be missed. 

Romona Camarata 

 

 

Rest in peace and with all my love my dear friend and colleague. 

CB Bowman 

 

 

This is such a shock and heartbreaking. My condolences go out to his family and to all near to 
him. This is a big loss to our community. 

Dr. Devin Singh 

 

 

I'm devastated by this news. Rest in peace Chris. 

Maniyadeth Narayanan 

 

 

Shocking to hear such a terrible news. My condolences to the family, you Frank and Marshall. 

Ilia Tsulaia 

 

 

So sad and very sorry for the great loss. RIP. Our prayers 

Sreeram Chellappa 

 

May he rest in peace. 

Teresa Hand-Campbell 

 

 

So sad and shocking to hear. Condolences to all his family and loved ones. The world has lost a 
vibrant, soulful leader. 

Becky Sandifer 



I’m so deeply saddened and shocked about the loss of Chris. He was our guide, coach, role 
model & provocateur during my SCC training and continued to provide inspiration, leadership, & 
laughs during all our follow-up Coaching calls. He touched the lives of so many and lit up the 
coaching world with his infectious spirit and world class talent. Wishing his loved ones peace 
and comfort during this difficult time. I feel so very blessed to have learned from him and to have 
seen him in action doing the work he loved & created. 

Holly Burkett 

 

 

Shocking and sad. My condolences to the family, Frank, and Marshall. 

Jude Jay Canetto 

 

 

Praying for the family and friends. 

Davene Hinton 

 

 

Chris' untimely passing is a loss for the worldwide coaching community. While words are rarely 
adequate to console friends and family, may Chris' loved ones take some solace in the way he 
lives on in each of us whose lives he touched through his work. He was truly a positive 
difference maker. 

Phillis Sarkaria 

 

Very sorry for your loss - may he rest in peace. 

Lucie Newcomb 

 

 

A shocking loss of a great guy!!! My sincerest condolences to his family, his colleagues and all 
of us who benefitted from his knowledge, wisdom and good nature. 

Michael Crystal 

 

 



Rest In Peace Chris! I learned a lot from him in the SCC course last fall and am so saddened to 
hear of his passing. Sending healing thoughts to his loved ones and the entire coaching 
community he had such a significant impact on.   

Lauren Tropeano 

 

 

Thank you for posting this news. I've not forgotten the outstanding training hosted by Legacy 
Learning I attended led by Frank and Chris. He was such an inspiration on many levels to me 
and to so many others. My deepest condolences to Chris' family and to Frank and to Marshall 
Goldsmith. I'm doing phowa... 

Synthia Smith 

 

 

Thank you for sharing. I am truly sorry for the loss of such a great and positive man. I will never 
forget how giving and caring Chris truly was. 

Daniel O. 

 

 

Oh, Frank. So Sorry! Chris is one of the people who has so enriched my life and that of my 
family. Chris always lifted my heart. He was really fun and inspiring to work with, and I will miss 
our periodic calls and emails.... I am sorry for all who share in this loss. 

Tim Boone 

 

 

I am very sorry for your loss, John, and may you find comfort with friends and family. 

Barbara Kyle 

 

 

We mourn your loss Frank Wagner You have shared Chris Coffey ‘s lessons, humor and 
wisdom and we too will miss his presence. 

John Baldoni 
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Sincere condolences. May many wonderful memories comfort you and his loved ones. 

Denise Banks - Grasedyck 

 

 

I am still in shock and disbelief that Chris has passed. What a vibrant, likable, talented, 
irreverent person who will be sorely missed by many. Please accept my sympathy and 
condolences who knew him best of all Marshall Goldsmith Frank Wagner 

Dr. Mark Goulston 

 

 

Very sad news. Chris was fantastic! 

Linda Shaffer - Vanaria 

 

 

So sad to read this news Frank Wagner. Chris Coffey, you made a huge positive difference and 
left a mark in the world. 

Scott Ebline 

 

 

He will be missed. Prayers for you and his family during this time. 

Timi Gleason 

So sorry to hear this news. Sending condolences to Chris' family and Marshall 
Goldsmith and Frank Wagner. Thoroughly enjoyed meeting Chris in San Diego and getting a 
glimpse of his passion and humor. 

Deepa Prahalad Abhankar 

 

 

My condolences to Chris's family and friends. Such a stalwart in the coaching community that is 
now gone. Will miss his voice for years to come. 

Pieter Gruenbaum 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAe268BOYwiuF7o4w67sKEei8-P033gaUw
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAT_PcBeDYGWCgvt80zhZmbV_Hj9YXrroo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAe268BOYwiuF7o4w67sKEei8-P033gaUw
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAe268BOYwiuF7o4w67sKEei8-P033gaUw
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo


So sorry to hear. Surprising sad news. What a “force of life” he was! I thank him for his recent 
MG-SCC class and all I learned from him in a short period. 

Amy Kelling 

 

 

Chris was an amazing coach and I learned so much from him. He will forever be in my 
memories. Blessings to his family and friends. 

Janet Michener Whipple 

 

 

So sad and shocking to hear this news. 
 
Chris thank you for your leadership and mentorship you inspired me often. May you rest in 
peace. 

Rebecca W. 

 

 

I’m so sorry Frank - thank you for sharing. I never had the pleasure of meeting Chris but heard 
such wonderful things about him. My thoughts go to him and his family and friends. 

Amii Barnard - Bahn 

 

 

Thank you, Frank, for sharing the news! He was a wonderful teacher and friend. I am glad I got 
to know him and the impact he had on his students. He will be missed. Sending prayers and 
thoughts to his family during this difficult time. 

Jeanna Trammel 

 

 

I had the fortune of exchanging a few notes with Chris and he was most supportive and 
insightful. Heartfelt condolences. 

Rafael Mier 

 

 



Such sad sad news. I was lucky to have Chris as an instructor. Sincere condolences. 

Debbie Mitchell 

 

 

Sad news indeed Deb! 

Leslie R Mizerak 

 

 

So sorry to hear this sad news.      

Denise Sinuk 

 

 

I'm very sorry Frank Wagner and Marshall Goldsmith sending love and condolences to his 
family. He was a great great teacher, with wonderful inspirational stories that impact not only my 
life and gave me so much to help others, but the entire community who had the opportunity to 
study in @MGSCC Leadership Coach. 

Stela Nery 

 

Om shanti 

Varaprasad N 

 

Oh my goodness- such terrible sad news. Sending condolences to you Frank and to all of 
Chris's family and friends. He touched many lives and inspired so many of us. He will be 
missed. 

Lauryn Franzoni 

 

 

I met Chris a few times and he was generous, funny and caring. May his memory be for a 
blessing. 

Loren Margolis 
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So sorry to hear. Thank you for letting us know, Frank. Those were some wonderful times at 
TMP that I will always cherish. May he Rest In Peace.   

Vu H. Pham 

 

 

I have had multiple engagements with Chris, always grateful for his insights on human behavior 
and how to make lasting change. I am so sad about his passing. My sincere condolences to his 
family and friend. 

Hassan Movahed 

 

 

I offer a virtual hug to his friends and family. I will add that Chris provided me with 
encouragement in so many ways in the past several years. I will hold him in my heart and mind 
for years to come. 

Richard Needles 

 

 

I am truly sorry for your loss. I've enjoyed being a part of his SCC community. 

Tara Rethore 

 

 

 

So sorry to hear this Frank Wagner. I know you were very close. I enjoyed learning from Chris 
and engaging him in mentorship. A great man! My condolences. 

Collin McAllister 

 

 

Truly heartbroken. I only knew Chris briefly but his impact was swift and the care and concern 
that he brought to his work was amazing. He just wanted the absolute best for everyone that he 
encountered. RIP. 

Bradley Campbell 
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I am sending condolences to Chris's family, friends, and colleagues. It was a pleasure to be a 
part of his SCC community.   

Janet Miller Evans 

 

 

Condolences to the family and friends. Very saddened by the sudden news. You will live on in 
our hearts and minds Chris Coffey Sir   May you rest in power. 

Pooja Lalwani 

 

 

Chris was a great coach and an even better friend. I use the skills Chris taught me on a daily 
basis. I will try my best to “be happy now”. Under these circumstances it is a difficult task. I will 
miss him. 

Al Sonander 

 

 

“Don’t say forget the past, instead say let go the past” I see great wisdom of Chris Coffey in 
these words. 

Evgeny Zegna Bazhov 

 

 

 

Sorry to hear the sad news. He was a great coach and a good man! 

Banvir Chaudhary 

 

 

It is very difficult to even fathom and I am beyond shocked. I am Truly heart broken. I learnt so 
much from him and was the greatest coach of my life & my transformation. 
 
RIP Chris. Feel a major void today. 

Shekar Natarahjan 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAAT_PcBeDYGWCgvt80zhZmbV_Hj9YXrroo


So sad to see this. Chris facilitated several sessions for me. He was so great to work with and 
participants LOVED his classes. What a terrible loss. 

Greg von der Linden 

 

 

I’m very sorry for a loss of such a wonderful and inspiring man. 
Condolences to Chris’ family 

Jakub Grzadzielski 

 

 

It's difficult to accept. One week ago I was reading his posts here... 
For me Chris was one of the most inspiring coaches I have ever met. 
His: "Don't take bad deals!" will be always remembered by me as the best and most important 
coaching advice. 
And there is still so much to learn from him... 

Dominik Szot 

 

 

So blessed to have known, Chris and just can‘t believe he left us. So very sorry for your 
loss, Frank Wagner. Sincere condolences to you. And Chris‘s family. May his beautiful soul rest 
in peace. 

Nicole M Heimann 

 

 

This is sad news. Sending prayers and condolences to MGSCC and Chris Coffey's family. Om 
Shanti      

(Anonymous) 

 

This is so sad, may God comfort his family 

Alice R Ngigi 
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My thoughts are with you all. 

Morag Barrett 

 

 

We will miss you Chris Coffey. You’re always in our hearts. 

Jacquelyn Lane 

 

 

I'm so very sorry to hear! I met Chris last year and he was so generous with his time. May his 
memory be a blessing to all who knew him. 

Rebecca Zucker 

This is a sad time for all of us especially Chris’s family. A great loss to the coaching community. 
RIP Chris            

Alice Fung 

 

 

Chris Coffey was an outstanding coach & a wonderful person. May he rest in peace. Om 
Shanti     

V Krishnan 

 

 

Sending prayers and condolences to you Frank Wagner, Marshall Goldsmith, and to all those in 
the MGSCC and Coffey families. Chris and his very engaging stories will be missed by all who 
had the privilege of working with and learning from him. 

Colleen McManus 
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Chris exuded energy, passion and was focused on doing the right thing with a sense of fiery 
gracious spunk! 
 
I always enjoyed him, our conversations and admired the impacts he made in those 
conversations and in the sharing of his gifts with others! 
 
He will be missed! His energy, life force and contribution to many live on in life’s with his special 
imprint and his legacy. 
 
He created his own unique path for a wonderful “Earned Life” 
 
May your soul soar high and wide Chris! We will all miss you and keep you fondly in our hearts! 
      

Steve Rodgers 

 

 

So sorry to hear this. Though I didn't know him well, Chris made a positive impact on my journey 
as a coach - and I know he must have touched many, many others. Frank Wagner this must be 
such a huge loss for you - such a long time friend and colleague. 

Eric Nitzberg 

 

 

What I liked most about Chris was his down-to-earth positivity. Rest in peace, Chris! 

Franciscus Van de Logt 

 

 

Oh, this is such shocking and sad news. I’ve worked with Chris for years and was so fortunate 
to have gone through MGSCC with his expertise. From my family to Chris’ family and to all of 
you, sending our deepest condolences and much love and support. 

Lisa Cohen 

Sincere condolences! His influence will live on in the lives of those he so generously and kindly 
impacted. His presence and energy will be sorely missed! 

Val Fraser 

 

Om Shanti      

Uttam Ghosh 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo


A great coach and a lovely man. Deepest sympathies to his loved ones and colleagues 

Kieron Rathe 

 

 

So sorry to hear. My condolences to you and his family. 

Dr. Wilma Slenders 

 

 

Such a great human being. Full of energy in every class. Great loss to the coaching 
community:( 

Sridhar Chunduri 

 

 

Chris Coffey was my mentor as I was going through my MGSC certification. But he was more 
than that! He was an inspiration. He was a force of life. This is    so sad… 

Stella Rapti 

 

 

I will always remember his great sense of humor. RIP Chris! 

Patrick Chan 

 

 

Rest in Peace. Om shanthi 

Jayashree Venkataraman 

 

 

This is heartbreaking news. I loved the time he spent with us in coaching class-he loved his 
work and his life and it showed! I’m so very sorry. 

Vicki Znavor 

 

 



Frank I am so sorry to hear this. Thoughts and prayers from myself and the John Mattone team 
to his family and the Stakeholder family. May God Bless 

John Mattone 

 

 

So sorry for your loss Frank! My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family! Chris was 
an amazing person, coach, and friend! I can’t believe he is gone! 

H Gordon Langford 

 

 

Om Shanti Shanti Sadgati     . Our deepest condolences 

Rup Sen 

 

 

Wow, what a shocking post. I had the honor of meeting Chris during a training sponsored by my 
then employer, KPMG. I remember that he and I seemed to really hit it off during the training. 
He was so supportive and creative with his instruction. I remember him being quite encouraging. 
When he reached out through this medium, it was a no-brainer for me to accept his invitation. 
That first meeting was easily over a decade ago but because of the positive impact on my 
professional life, I instantly remembered him. I wish his family love and support during this tragic 
time. Hopefully they will find comfort in knowing just how many lives Chris positively impacted. 

Dennis K Barnes 

 

 

I loved Chris. I loved his style. He was a very direct in your face kind of person. I will always 
remember the days he came to my home town to train Coaches in the MGSCC process. He 
was a friend, mentor, and colleague. I will miss him greatly. Much Respect and Love. Rest In 
Power. 

Terence Jackson 

 

 

This is really sad. We lost a very good person and a great coach. I am grateful for my learning 
with Chris. May he rest in peace and the family knows how influential he was to others 

William Sommers 



Chris was an inspiration to stakeholder-centered coaches like myself and his spirit will live on 
with us. May his loved ones find comfort in knowing he’s made such a positive impact on so 
many people. 

David Anthony Davila 

 

 

What a shock. I had a great conversation with Chris recently where he helped me very 
generously with preparing for an important coaching engagement. He was lively and very 
generous in his sharing. I just cannot believe this is real. I wish all of Chris' family, dear friends 
and colleagues all of my love and support to deal with this tremendous loss. 

Marc God 

 

 

This is terrible news. I’m so blessed to have known him. What a guy! RIP Chris.      

Lisa Ann Allaby 

 

 

So sorry to hear this sad news. My condolences Frank Wagner and Chris’ family, friends and 
colleagues. 

Nader Talai 

 

What an irreplaceable loss, my deep condolences to Chris’s family and may his soul RIP. His 
wisdom and contribution to this world is valuable. He will be forever remembered in our hearts 
through his work       . 

Rafiya Sultana 

 

 

Very sad to hear about the demise of your dear friend Chris Coffey. May his soul RIP. 

Joshua Eugene 
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Deep condolences, may his soul rest in peace and God give his family & friends the strength to 
overcome the grief    

Coach Sampath 

 

 

A good man dedicated to helping others help and support others … a legacy that will play 
forward without end 

Frank Tallman 

 

 

My deepest condolences to Chris’ family, friends and colleagues     . 

Fatima Ribeiro 

 

So sorry for the loss of such a wonderful colleague and friend. 

Julie Rosenberg 

 

 

This is shocking news. May his soul rest in peace. He was always at the forefront encouraging 
coaches, learnt a lot from him. 

Archana Shetty 

 

Chris was such an inspiration to me as I started my journey with Stakeholder Centered 
Coaching. Funny, direct, practical and committed to helping other people succeed. It was an 
honor to learn from him. 

David Underhill 

 

 

Condolences to Chris’ family. So sad to hear this news. 

Deborrah Himsel 

 

 



What a loss.    Inspiring man. May the family, friends and colleagues get all the love and 
support so much needed at this time.   My deep condolences.      

Raquel Carvalho 

 

 

So shocking. Chris was a good man...and he always made me laugh. Rest in peace dear man. 

Kevin McNulty 

 

 

Such a loss…he was a wonderful kind hearted man. I only worked with him a few times but his 
passion and care was evident from that first meeting. 

John Thalheimer 

 

 

The news have really shocked me, thinking about all the sessions I had with him. I have learnt a 
lot from Chris and Frank in my one-on-one sessions and Chris was always generous whenever I 
had requested. 
 
The learning and insights I have acquired through my interaction will stay with me my friend  

Dear Chris. Chris was a master in holding highly successful grounded in their leadership journey 
to excellence 
 
Rest in peace 

Sajan Zacharias 

Frank Wagner Marshall Goldsmith all of us in the 100 Coaches community are in deep shock 
and sorrow. May Chris Coffey’s lessons live on. 

Ruth Gotian 

 

 

A unique coach and my teacher with an enormous contribution to many as a client and as a 
coach trainee. His straightforward approach helps me as human and SCC coach every day. 
Thanks Chris and much strength to all who lose him.     

Frans Estejé  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo
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Very sad to hear about Chris. He was always so enthusiastic about the Program. God bless his 
soul.  

Kingshuk Ganguly 

 

Deepest condolences to the family 

Mahesh Mohan Thakur 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear this news. A big loss to executive coaching community. RIP. 

Venu S 

 

 

Sorry to hear this about Chris. The time I spent with him early in my career is cherished. He will 
be missed. 

Allen Jones 

 

 

My deepest condolences to Chris’ family and colleagues. I had the pleasure of working with 
Chris and learned so much. He will be missed. 

Joanna M. M.  

 

May he rest in peace. Good man. 

Deborah P.  

 

 

Frank and all those who loved Chris, I am so very sad and sorry to learn of this news. I took 
SCC with Chris and you Frank and I recall the warmth and humour of you both the best. 
Sending my sincerest condolences        

Susanne Biro 

 

 



A gentleman and a true, warm professional - I am so sorry to hear the news. As we say in 
Ireland - Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis (may his blessed soul be on God's right side). 
Goodbye Chris 

Kevin Kehoe 

 

Very sorry to hear. 

Chuck Bolton 

 

 

Condolences to Chris family... 

Brandon Doll 

 

 

Chris has had a huge impact on me, I learnt so much from Chris. Helping me with my coaching 
skills to giving me inputs on my book, Chris did so much for me. Deeply shocked, upset and 
hard to fathom this loss. RIP my dear friend Chris Coffey . Sharing your grief Frank 
Wagner & Marshall Goldsmith 

Dr. Ramesh Kumar 

 

 

Really sad to hear this! Chris has radiated wisdom and was a great mentor for many of us! May 
he rest in peace!! 

Albana Vrioni 

So very sorry for your loss. You shared such a deep and special relationship with Chris. May 
your grief be eased a bit in knowing what an incredible, positive and lasting impact Chris made 
for you and countless others during his time with us. 

Rick Gardner 

 

 

I am so sorry to hear that news. My good wishes to his family and friends. 

Dorothy Dalton 
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What a very sad loss 

Phil Summerfield 

 

 

Chris was one of the pioneers of the Global Executive Coaching Industry 

Goal GD Shrikanth 

 

 

 

OMG! I am so sorry to hear, Chris has been a friend, a partner and a great professor. We will 
miss you every morning, Rest in Peace. My prayers are with you and your family. 

Ezequiel Aiello 

 

 

This is very sad news. Chris was one of those people that had an immediate impact on those 
around him. His wisdom, enthusiasm and purity of thought were something I enjoyed... my 
thoughts are with his family. 

Charles Griffith 

 

 

Frank Wagner I am so sorry to learn of Chris’s passing. I know how incredibly close you have 
been for decades. Sending our entire families heartfelt condolences to you and to Marshall 
Goldsmith. Rest In Peace Chris Coffey. 

Katie Kelley 

 

 

A great loss to coaching community and I will be missing a great human being. Rest In Peace 
Chris      You will remain alive in our heart   

Debasis Sengupta 
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So sad ...      . I wish all your loved ones, friends, colleagues and many many students, lots of 
strength and love. You are a great inspiration. 

Anne Johan Willemsen 

 

 

My sincerest condolences to you and Chris’ family. He was a remarkable and giving human 
being. I’m so sorry for your loss. 

Gisella M. Soto 

 

 

This is such terrible news. Chris was one of those very rare people who even after reaching 
heights of success was very approachable and very supportive. My first message to him on 
LinkedIn was to tell him how excited I was to be a part of Marshall Goldsmith coaching program. 
He immediately responded with a very supportive and welcoming message. After that till now, 
he always engaged with my post whenever I shared it with him. I shall miss him. He taught me 
that even at the very top we can be humble and supportive of others. #Restinpeace Chris 
             

Ruchi Singh 

 

 

I am very sorry to hear these news. Much love, light and peace to you Frank Wagner, and Chris’ 
family and friends who hold him so dear. My deep condolences. 

 

Viviana Torralba 

R.I.P. 

Jim Hwang 

 

 

So sad to hear- I just communicated with Chris a few weeks ago 

Simon Haigh 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=restinpeace
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Chris has influenced and inspired so many, and he will continue to do so if those of us who were 
fortunate in spending time with him honor him by sharing with others the often simple, but 
powerful insights about coaching and life that Chris offered from his own experiences. 

Kimm Korber 

 

 

Really sad to hear this. Chris was one of my favorite people when it came to one thing we 
shared, love for Stakeholder Centered Coaching. His wisdom was unmatched when it came to 
coaching and how to navigate the industry. Thanks for the wisdom, Chris. MYSRIP 

Phil K. 

 

 

I'm so sorry to hear that Frank Wagner. My condolences.      

Jeff Smith 

 

 

Prayers for peace for Chris's family and the many whose lives he has touched. I know that he 
touched my life as an instructor for coaching. He shared freely and openly with others as part of 
his normal life. I will carry this forward as I share with others the power of having coaches in my 
life and coaching others in their life. 

Marc D Braun 

 

 

So glad I got to know Chris in a small way. What a giant of a man and a great coach for so 
many of us learning Stakeholder Centered Coaching. Wishing his family and close friends the 
love and support they need at this time. 

Howard H. Prager 

 

 

Oh no, I can't believe that. What a shocking news. 

Alexander Petrowsky 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAACuN8UBO1DhgkyBcngcXzRRtBnYm-__qEo


Rest in peace Chris Coffey. 

 
You were an inspiration for generations of coaches. I will miss your big voice and strong 
questions. 

Louis-Phillipe Vermette 

 

 

What a big loss    RIP 

Arvid Buit 

 

So sorry to read about Chris passing away. I just read about him. As a coach myself in india, I 
know how hard it is to make an impact on others, and for Chris to have made such strong 
impact on many "tough" people, it is quite an achievement. 
 
I am sure, all those who came in contact with him benefited immensely and will miss him dearly. 
 
Rest in peace.. 
 

Shivaram. India 
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My Heart, My Mind 
Written By CB Bowman-Ottomanelli 

 

My heart is filled with joy. This may be a strange thing to say about the loss of a friend and dear 
colleague. I received the news of Chris's passing from the wife of my dear friend and honorary 
father Dr. Frank Wagner. The shock tore through my heart and body like an unwanted bolt of 
lightning. My mind went into shut down and then bounced right back with a shock wave as I 
asked the universe ...Why? How? and the time-honored question...Why do the good, gifted, 

talented, and social shifters die young? 

No answer came back from the universe! I became angry at the universe! 

Finally an answer...sort of...perhaps I have to settle for joy?! 

Joy, I had so many opportunities to debate and laugh with Chris. In my last conversation, we 
mused about how the world is in such bad shape. As though we were experts in politics and the 
world. 

I can't even say I remember all of the words but it really got Chris going. And for those of us who 
knew him, we know that it meant at least a two-hour conversation/debate, so sit back and get 
ready for blast off ...LOL! 

All I remember is I laughed so hard that tears were rolling down my face and my stomach ached 
from laughing so hard. 

Chris and I came to the conclusion that we had to return to the world of Greenwich Village 
coffee houses, French bars, and Andy Warhol movies where people could sit for hours arguing 
fervently with each other from their different points of view while enjoying an espresso or a glass 
of wine. 

We became furious with each other, hands waving in the air, cigarettes flying in our hands while 
we all learned unique ways to think! It all ended in laughing and enlightenment.. a feeling of 
euphoria...a craving for more...so we would all return the next afternoon or evening for another 
great topic. 

My dear Chris, my heart bleeds and my mind weeps but the laughter lingers forever. Thank you. 

Love, CB Bowman-Ottomanelli 

 
 
 
  



Conversation with Chris Coffey 
Written By Jathan Janove 

Note: After a sudden, unexpected illness, Chris Coffey passed away on June 16, 2022. R.I.P. 
my friend and mentor. 
 

To put it mildly, Chris Coffey has had an unusual career path. As one of the, as he calls it, “lost 
souls of the late 1960s,” he managed to avoid Vietnam combat. However, he did spend two 
years on active duty in the Navy after graduating from college. 

After the Navy, his next venture was law school. However, it didn’t take long for Chris to realize 
law school wasn’t for him. He dropped out and spent the next couple of years as a ski bum. 

Turning 26, Chris decided he needed to get on with a career. He enrolled in law school a 
second time. Once again, he found law not to his liking. After meeting an actress in California, 
he decided Hollywood looked like a good career path and dropped out of law school for the 
second and final time. 

Chris moved to NYC and over the next several years did film work. He had some great 
experiences. Not attaining Duvall or De Niro status, however, Chris became open to other 
career options. 

A coincidental meeting at a family wedding led to his working for the legendary Paul Hersey, 
pioneer of Situational Leadership. Chris is quick to note that Hersey didn’t hire him based on 
Chris having anything substantive to contribute. Rather, when Chris asked Paul “why did you 
hire me?” Hersey said, “I need someone who is smart, can learn quickly, deliver the material, 
and inspire people, I think you can do that!” 

From Hersey, the path led to Marshall Goldsmith and Frank Wagner. After a long stint of stand-
up leadership development training, Marshall, Frank and Chris created Stakeholder Centered 
Coaching. 

Chris freely admits his career has nothing in common with a grand strategy or master plan. He 
ascribes it to “happenstance, luck, hard work, great mentors, and loving what you do.” 

 

Coaching the Jerk 
Chris’s breakthrough as a coach occurred after he got a gig to coach a senior partner at a top 
100 law firm. This lawyer was very successful and also considered extremely difficult to work 
with and could be quite abusive.  

Chris’s success with that engagement led to him being referred to another similar situation. An 
EVP of Sales was about to be fired for having created, as HR put it, “a hostile work 
environment.” However, the company’s outside attorney mentioned how Chris had successfully 
coached a individual with similar behaviors at the law firm. “Do you want to have this coach give 
you a call?”, he asked. 



The HR executive said “yes.”  She hired Chris and told the EVP, “This engagement must be 
successful if you want to keep your job. The CEO has agreed to give this a try.” 

The first meeting between Chris and the EVP went like this.  The EVP said, “I don’t like you and 
I don’t want to do this, but I’ve been told I must, so we will meet off-campus, and no one must 
know about my being coached. Am I clear?”  

Essentially the EVP was trying to dominate Chris and the coaching process. Those of us who 
know Chris know such domination is no easy feat. 

Chris responded, “Thanks for your candor. I appreciate it. Now let me be candid. I don’t get paid 
until the end of the engagement and only if there is measurable and documented improvement 
as seen by key colleagues including peers, direct reports, and of course the CEO you report to. 
So you will need to tell these individuals the specific leadership and management behaviors you 
commit to improve and share with them a specific action plan to accomplish them. And then you 
must follow up with them on a regular basis. 

“If you will not commit to this, that’s fine, I walk away now. What do you want to do?” 

Knowing he could very possibly lose his job if Chris walked away, the EVP acquiesced. 

Things were still rocky until about two and a half months later. The EVP called Chris and said, 
“I’ve had an epiphany.” He described a long-time problematic relationship with his adult son. 
Every conversation they had inevitably degenerated into the two men jawing at each other and 
walking away angry. 

The EVP told Chris that in the midst of another conversation starting to go awry, the EVP 
recalled a behavior in his action plan: “Listen to different points of view with an open mind, 
before giving yours, and don’t interrupt.” 

He caught himself interrupting and apologized to his son, “I’m sorry, I just interrupted you. 
Please continue.” 

His son was flabbergasted. He’d never witnessed this behavior before. 

The EVP told his son about the coaching engagement. Later in the conversation, the EVP again 
caught himself interrupting and apologized again. Afterward, the EVP said to Chris, “That was 
the first truly constructive conversation I’ve had with my son in 15 years. We still did not agree 
on much, but it was constructive and civil. It’s a start.” 

The EVP was now hooked on the coaching process. He and Chris became friends. Several 
years later, when the man passed away, Chris attended the memorial service. He went up to 
the person who was orchestrating the service and said, “I’m not a family member but if there’s 
an opportunity, I’d like to say a few words.” 

The man was non-committal but said he’d check with the family. He soon came back and said, 
“His widow said her husband talked about you all the time and how you impacted his life.  She 
wants you to speak first.” 

 

Failing efficiently 



Although Chris has been enormously successful as a leadership/management coach, he’s not 
afraid to admit failure. Early in his coaching career, he was tasked with coaching a hot shot 
engineer. Despite being warned by HR – “it’s not possible for this person to change” – Chris 
plowed ahead. 

At the end of the engagement, the Mini Survey showed a meager 0.3 improvement, well below 
what is necessary for Chris to be paid. The company nevertheless expressed appreciation for 
the efforts Chris made and offered to pay him nonetheless. Chris refused. A deal is a deal. 

From this experience, Chris learned an important lesson: Don’t take a bad coaching 
engagement. And if you take an engagement that turns bad, confront the problem promptly and 
be prepared to walk away. 

Chris is fond of saying that this unsuccessful engagement was the result one key reason: Ego. 
Not the person Chris was coaching; Chris’s ego. He harbored the false belief you can get a 
successful adult to change when that adult doesn’t want to. Key point: if they’re not committed, 
don’t take the engagement. 

 

Going forward 
Chris is optimistic about the coaching profession in general and SCC coaching in particular. He 
encourages SCC coaches to build their books of business. “Proactively use the Goldsmith 
brand, including the fact that Global Gurus ranks it the #1 coach development process in the 
world. 

He encourages SCC coaches to tap into their networks. “Ask them to find out if their employers 
use outside coaches. If so, ask them to make an introduction for you.” 

Chris notes that the executive coaching field is highly competitive. If you want business, it’s 
necessary to develop a strong, succinct statement of what you bring to a coaching engagement 
that’s unique to you. “What makes you stand out? Why you as coach?” Keep your value 
proposition at the ready and enjoy the journey. 

 

  



A Memorial After Action Review 
Written By Kimberly Gonsalves 

After Action Reviews are a customary part of a coaching experience, and allow someone to 
document how they have learned and grown from experience.  

 

What I set out to do 

I set out to work with Chris, Frank, and Andy in the online trainings for SCC. My goal was to 
better understand and learn the SCC method. 

What actually happened: I fell in love with Chris and Frank, and have been challenged to 
become a better human. My own father passed away in 2015, very suddenly. Chris and Frank 
have so many qualities my Dad embodied. Fathers love you as you are, and always encourage 
you to become all you are capable of becoming. In that way, Chris and Frank have been like 
fathers to me. 

 

What I learned 
I thought I was going to learn about the SCC process. What I could never have anticipated was 
the rest of what I would learn: 

 

Be generous. Oxford defines generous as showing a readiness to give more of something, as 
money or time, than is strictly necessary or expected; showing kindness toward others. Chris 
gave from the fullest parts of himself. It was generosity with boundaries: make a mutual 
commitment, then give your vey best. He was a great improv partner who always said, “Yes 
and…”, gave me something to build on, made me (and anyone working with him) look good. He 
modeled being generous with ourselves: permission to enjoy life, play, savor the rewards of 
hard work. 

Be trustworthy. Chris did what he said he would do. You could count on him. I always felt Chris 
had my best interests at heart.  

Be ready to dance with whatever shows up in the moment. Chris had his ear and heart attuned 
to the music of life. He didn’t sit on the sidelines; he danced and invited you to dance, too. When 
I’d say, “Yes, I feel comfortable with that”, he’d say, “Kimberly, I’m not interested in your 
comfort!” He was interested in movement, progress, learning. 

Be happy NOW. Chris expressed gratitude for Michelle, his children, and grandchildren. When 
he talked about time spent with family, I could hear the smile in his voice. 

Be gracious. He always approached me as an equal, even though he was a mentor to me. 

“Words have meaning!” Oxford defines gracious as marked by kindness and courtesy; 
characterized by charm, good taste, generosity of spirit…; merciful, compassionate. Chris was 



direct in a way that could be disarming, but he was gracious and respectful. He challenged in a 
playful way. Two of my favorites: “Could the opposite be true?” and, “What part of this do you 
own?” 

I think that’s what made him such a powerful coach, mentor, and friend: he knew that we don’t 
always manage to show up as our best, but he called us forth to be our best. 

 

What I’m going to do going forward 
Try to live into all he taught me. Carry on his good work and legacy. Not just as a coach, but as 
a human. Reflect more. Take more risks. Say “yes, and…” Make time for the ones I love most. 
Be gracious. Be confident. “Never take a bad engagement!”. Know when to walk away. Ask 
powerful questions. Listen. Admit I’m wrong. Be curious about someone else’s point of view. Be 
willing to change my mind. 

 

There is so much to celebrate about Chris. He would often say, “I can teach you to fly. But you 
gotta want to fly!” 

 

Chris, thank you for helping me learn to fly. 
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